
The Adams Home ©eh Church Hill, Built by Dr. John Adams Who Laid Out Its Famous
Garden.-Sold by Him to the Van Lews.

BY ALICE M. TYLER.

>li"»ln»c arclittecti r-loalnff It.
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The home of Colonel lllrl,.r.l Aoanu, Sr.. dot* a pnrt of Montr Maria Convent.

About the middle of th» eighteenth.]century, before t)>.> capital of Virginia
had been established at Rlehtnoh i',
possession by purchase many aer«* of
c .'i including what was t h called
Richmond Mill and extending alongSI '"r.'k to the valley la-low. In
1660, a tierce battle between a TTitie
i tribe of Indiana, the Richuhe-
<!:.">.'¦-. had been fought on this ground
;:d Colonel Edward Mill and his Colo-;jnials hid been routed. That was lit the
u'Jtumn when the leaves of forest trees
.were turning to crimson and gold
But it was in merry May time of

HTfi when Nathaniel Bacon and hla
army marched rapidly to the tails on
the dames, stormed and set fire t" the;Indian stockade on Richmond Hill In:
the famous battle .,f Bloody Hun. when
the blood of slain Indians crimsoned
the w-ters of Racnn's Quarter Branch
and ran down iutu the stream beneath |the hill,

Colonel I:i...... i' Attains was what
tvss called In 'his'day and generation a.public-spirited man li hi were living,
now. "progressive'' would be tho word. I
:.'< w.is a s.u. of EbOllezor Adams, the]English emigrant who took to wife
Tahitba Cocke, sister ..f Bowler Öockt»,Bremo, Virginia, and eg has already!been stated. he nlarrled Elizabeth jGriffin, a sister Hi !.<r turn of Cyrus I
0 riffln. I

It was a cherished ambition .f Col-
\onel Richard Adam's heart to aid !r,
the nuterlal development of Richmond; I
to build smooth and well-paved streets
on Richmond Hill, to lay there t)i.>foundations of the city of the future; I
to fill in tl)e ravines and Inequalities]which rendered Richmond Hill difficult
of approach, above all to crown the
hill with stately public Buildings, Inj.the transference of the scat 61 State jgovernment from Wllllairlsburg, Cillo-
nel Adams always claimed that his
contract with Colonel William Byrd InIbis purchase .,f so considerable u
tract of land was with the understand¬
ing the Capitol bull ling was be'itrected oh Richmond Hill. Tho fall-I
ure of Thomas Jefferson to keep faith
on that point led t utter estrange-'
ment between Colonel Adams and bun-:
Keif, so keenly did the lntt-r ... ini\what he felt was the cxploltati rj
the Byrd Interests and ihe Is rlii in
tttton against 1,1s own,

But meantime Richmond IT11I was the
court end of the little town on the!
.lames, and its social clrr
by the charming daughter of thu
home, Tabitha, 13ilzabcth, Ah rah
and Alice. These voting Women were!
sought In marriage by ih< inj I el
nun of their day. Edmund Rai
a future Governor of virgin! i,
to have boon unfortunate In hlij v,....

ing of Elizabeth Adams ond of tin
lovely quintette who elected to rei :,
unmarried,
Thomas Arlatns, Colonel Richard

Adams's brother, his cousin. Howl.-,
Cocke. of Bremo, frri'l Georg" WhJJi
lllgton, who was to be ilrst I'm Idenl
of the Uhltod-States, were all suitoi
lor the hand of Elizabeth Fauntlen
of Itichtnond .ounty, Virginia. George
Washington was ho madly In joy's tl ;t
lie even wrote a lettei to William
3'aiintloroy, father of the fair. but
t'.irtatlous Bets;., and begged him to
use his influence win, his daughter
and prevaJl on her to bud a favorable
consideration to lits.Washington's.
pies.

netsy was obdurate, however, and
weeded Bowler Cock.- George wash-
lngton. as all the world knows, con-
t oltd fc'.s wounded heart with Mrs.
Mirtha Ctistls Thomas Adam:, wi nt
off In anger to I.endon, vowing that
he would live there. Rut the death or
B'iwjer Cocke and the widow!.' ¦<

( Mi former sweetheart brought him
h«rk to his native State HI* second

courtship was successful and Mistress'
Betsy Cock* became Mistress Thomas
Adams, of Amhcrstj Virginia. It Is
recorded to (!... credit of Mr. Adams
that he was a devoted husband to the
lady whoso baud he took so much
alias lb win and that he war- a kind

father \'< her daughter, Solly Cocke,the ancestress of. a branch "f thi Mas-1
s.. family in this State and city.When 'tie prett) Adams' girls of III
mond and Rlcjirriond Hill beguiled the

k of l
mond and Hhockrio Hill wer.- eohne fed
by a heavily built wooden bridge and!
when t!i- young ladles drove iicrosal
it to visit thi Ir West End friends intheir handsome coach, there was al¬
ways, more likely than not, a little

Uei
as the coach again climbed the ii...

r>n Main Street, at thai time, the
first briek houses had beg in to ex-
fend from Fourteenth Street up andthe movement had begun that waslater to culminate i:. development to¬
ward the West and away from the

But r-olor-el Richard Adams remained

i:l rhniond Mill as long as he lived.f)r, .lohn AJ. mii, his son and Inheri¬
tor of his father'p big property, in¬herited also his (father's Ideas andnmh'ttons As his tirst work op his
own behalf -.e r, .r:t a mansion that
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i.del With the Inrush of tin North¬
ern forces on April '¦. I8(5S, damn Abra¬
ham Lincoln. With his Hill« .on on!
hin knee, lining through the streets r,;
Richmond and going to all on Miss
Van H'-w m her guarded hole.-, lo add]
i,is hdmthendntion lo thai "f Oenei°al|
<;rniit, already bealowsd

Virginia was Military District No
In ibOSc days, and Miss Van Lew wns|
paid the price which her work as
spy eopimande.l She was appointed as
lhi official head <>t the Richmond pen-
office .and held thai position for a num¬
ber of ii-.iin This wan tlie era of hoi
prosperity Ti'j- enough ii was
that onl Christian forbearance and

Tili: \ DAMS lim SK,
ItulU hj Richard Adam» for his

Kurilen lire heautlfullj described Id
proper!? Is now imicd l»j n.in.
In ihr Federal nerilcc, llv.,, thin
deHth,
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the family.
forgiveness could bridge the gull
which divided the postmistress from
hi former friends. But there was th«
h.>u'- on the mil with Its matchlcsi
Barden, there was money in plentyA'itere others hod little; there was a
-.irrlnge and horses and tili«' clothes to
wear, and the negroeg to leaCH.these
thing i were Something by way of ma¬
terial comtii h'sntloii
The man or woman who serves the

public, however, learns that the llmltn-
lions which Time sets upon t)"e meg1
sure of it? gratitude me Invariable.
BO Miss Van found them She]hat not been careful or provident of
the prti e paid her for her treachery
toward thu people among whom the
had lived.

Shi had use,) her mon»y In some
wild, impractical scheme- f,,r the bens1
lit bf t'a-' negroes She had made some
unwise business ventures. Then she
had lost her position as postmistress.!
Hailing, agslhsl fate, a hitter and dn-
appoltned woman, old and gray before!
her time, sh» availed herself of in¬
fluence at iier command to obtain em-
plovment In one of the departments
ai Washington For awhile ah* was it
her rirsk there Then her health failed
and Miss Lizzie came back to the
Hill and to Richmond to *pend the re¬
maining Quota of tier di\s in loneli¬
ness and prtin. A few of the friends of
obi daws remembered her Her rector
wo« at hand to respond to tier needs
when she desired him And so. slowly
and painfully tlie- years passed on to

appointed end.
The Adam« house; Still standing

strong and fair within Its garden, has
become the property of the city and
the pro potted site of n school As no
member of the Adams fttmlly is at
hind tö reclaim it. OCCUpy it and make
its garden a place of delight once
more, perhaps 1t Is well, tnat the
place where a strong man and true,following m the faith of his forbears,
planted tr.r hopes and ret up his Lire."
and Penates, should be an Institution
for ptlblll good, rattier than the tempo.
far j abode oi those to whom its ideals
and its faith mean nothing.

A story by an lOngllsh authoress,whose name the world has set on high,voices tiio sentiment. In one of her
novel., ? ..vornan who crime to die and
had much to give away, disposed of allexcepj ii" house of her father. That
she desired should be sei on lire and
burned I., the mound She was not
Willing i t' Othor* Should come after
ne. .in.I i,.>is in Ii Perhaps It were a
heltei i hlilg, If such were possible, for
all houses to perish witli the last gen¬eration of those who upreared them,t'orhnps, On the Other hand, it were
well lor w ills and proportions to re-
mail. memorial of the builder's
n äst in me fui m e. bis generosity In
Living out, his lioii'Kty In the choice
if materials, his skill in the noble art
oi .ii hlt.n t.

färoetöd about'the year l7!«9, the
'Adams Mansion has parsed iha rrn-liiry mark of it existence Certainly
no R'ohmond building could have wit¬
nessed ,, period of greater change than
has taken place In the years since that
In which Margaret Winston Adams
wem across the tin e, hold of the Mouse
Oil the Hill In live her happy married
life there And life in Richmond had

'.i plenty to stir It, even in those days.
It was busy over the organization of
Hi volunteer fire company, over the
tipstli i.-inscd by Gabriel's Insurrection
and his march upon the city, over tt.e
billlding of the First Baptist Church,Oh Broad and College Streets, over
the dividing o' the city into threo
wards, and the chartering the Stale
Rank of Virginia.

it was In the year of 180Ä, also, that
the "LOO" gambling crnze prevailed
imOng the I idles of Richmond. The
gambling fever was sn epidemic Par-
ties were xiven at fashionable houses

Photo, by H. P. Cook.
In the town und excitement ran high
<.\er rains and losses. As Mrs. Adams
was n sister-in-law of Parson Blair
and he wjs a Presbyterian it would
seem natural to suppose that she did
not yield to the erase But It Is said
that "at the loo table», as a rule, ladles
played fust and furiously Frequently
there would be twenty, thirty or forty
dollars In the pool, sometime as mucu
as seventy <.r eighty. And eighty dol-
l.i! s then mi iht a great deal morn
than it doci now An the garnet pro¬
gress) I, the . ixi Itemcht increased, nr.d
tears and sharp words became not un-
i.omrnon At last the mania reached
su, h a height ah to cause serious ne-
glrct of domestic and materr.al duties,
Ii S U'Cll ah lilUUh heavier losses than
some of the players could afford, and
i!.. n.oi. thoughtful members of so¬
ciety became a.ware that thi3 feminine
pats,on for gambling must bo sub-

"i in January of lROti. appeared
In one of th« Blchmond papers a con¬tribution in verse signed 'HickoryCorhhlil, fo lowed by others from the
same pen and from his 'squire.'
Though H Is rather difficult to SeO
nc»w how these satires could hava
brought the bewitched ladies 'to their
rlgii) senses, they certainly did. ant
in a short time the 'ido mama' was
a thing of the past;" Then :t was
discovered that the poet over the signa¬
ture of "Hlckor'y CorrihlU" was none
other than George Tucker, and that
Edmund W. Bootes was his "Squire."
These Sr<! some of "Hickory Coin-

i iii b" lines, addressed in the form

ii. e you beg me to write how I pass
off my time.

I will try ni'y dear friend to Inform
you in rhs me.

And llrst. every morn, the dabatea I
attend

Of ih" folks who the laws come lo
make or to mend;

Where I hear now and then mighty
fine declamation

iges and banks
and the nation.

But last night my amusement was
.met hing more new."

Being asked to a party of ladles at

Ah then, my dear neighbor. wnat
splendor was seen'

Bach dame who was there was array-
'! like a queen

Ere tea was served up they wer«
prim as you please

But when cards weie produced, all
Was1 freedom and ease

Mrs Winloo, our hostess, each lady
entreated

To set the. example. T pray ma'am
he sealed.'

'Atte.- y ,u. Mrs Clutch, 'Nay then.
If \ oil insist

lour shuffle .-it down. Von prefer
loo lo whist?'

'I'm clear for the ladies. Come Jack,
take a touch,

you'll stump Mr?. Craven, and I Mrs.
Clutch.' "

So th- merry social war w,-nt on!
In this year "f grace the game. Is
auction bridge, and n fair devotee ofihc game recently reckoned up one
sitting's gn'ns at ninety dollars. It
would appear that IS06 history is be.
ins repeated in 1912. Where is the
'Hickory Cornhill" of to-day?
The following copy is taken from

the rOCord In Jho family Bible ofColonel Blchard Adams, Sr. supposedto be written by himself. His marriage
io Elisabeth, daughter of Le Roy Grif¬
fin and Mary Ann Bertram, his wife,
on April in, it:,.-,, \H followed by theionics and births of their twelve sons
and daughters, Tabitha, 'Elizabeth.
Grlirtn, Thomas Bowler. Richard. Jr.,
Ann., William. Sarah. Alice. K.benezer,
"ist l»nd second, John and SamuelGriffin

Mrs. Emily Cnrrlngton Pago is In
possession -if family history of the
Adams family which snows that Ebene¬
rer Adams, ihc emigrant, came to Vir¬
ginia from Essex County, England, andmarried Tabitha Cocko, daughter of
Richard Cockc, the younger, of Brenio.
Virginia They were the parents of
Richard Cocke. So and ho and hia
wife, Elizabeth Orlffln, the parents of
l*>r. John Adams, of the. Adan-.s man¬
sion

A very distinguished ancestor of the
Adams family woe Henry Corbin, who
arrived In Virginia In ifiM. mtrried
Alice Eltonbend lived in Lancaster
and Kins avid Qiieen counties, and h»4
a daughter. Winifred, who became the
eufe of Lo Roy Griffin, of Richmond
Coun. .


